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World's Fair - 1940 


With 19389 World's Fair experience 
evaluated, leading American and foreign 
film exhibitors in fields of entertain- 
ment, education and merchandising now rate 
moving pictures well ahead of most static 
exhibits, and have arranged 1940 programs 
accordingly. The result is that, although 
several important foreign and commercial 
exhibitors have withdrawn, the second edi- 
tion of the Fair, opening May 11th, prom- 
ises an even larger film program than its 
record—breaking predecessor. New and en- 
larged auditoria with new films supple- 
menting or replacing the old, are reported 
by actual count to more than compensate 
for the substantial withdrawals. 


In view of what is mildly referred to 
as unsettled world conditions, and candidly 
feared as the danger of the World's Fair 
becoming the scene of a vicarious World 
War, Fair authorities are prepared to ex- 
ercise a strict rule against propaganda in 
all film exhibits. 


Although there is nothing definite on 
program, it is understood that many new 
films are on the way from all exhibiting 
foreign countries. In the foreign section, 

Argentine, Brazil, Iceland, and Russia 

with its 500-seat auditorium, are missing. 
Renewals are Belgium, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Finland, 
France, Great Britain, Iraq, Japan, Pales-— 
tine, Poland, Switzerland, Thai and pos- 
sibly Sweden. A newcomer with a long list 
of films is Italy. 


A new development among commercial 
exhibits, now for the first time disclosed, 
is being prepared in connection with the 
Chrysler film novelty. The screen has been 


enlarged to 40 x 60 feet for a continua— 
tion of its polaroid, three-dimensional 
film shows with a new and reputedly sensa— 
tional projector. A new color picture 
(Loucks and Norling) will appear. Unusual 
effects, rivaling nature, are reported 
achieved in scenes of National parks, 
Grand Canyon, California snows. 


Across the way, another important 
change is the adoption of motion pictures 
by Ford. An addition to the Ford theatre 
brings its seating capacity up to 950 for 
a 45-minute combination entertainment, 
consisting of American Ballet on stage, a 
small symphony orchestra, and a two-reel 
color film. 


Ford's film, called Symphony In F, | 
and produced by Audio Productions, Inc., 
is thematically a successor to Rhapsody 
In Steel, which had a successful running 


at the Chicago Fair. The same composer, 
Edwin Ludig, has scored the new film - in 
key of F. A novelty technicolor, it was 
photographed with a stop-motion technique 
that causes inanimate figures to move with 


Grapes 


A resolution calling for appointment 
of a special House committee to investigate 
the problems of migratory transients and 
recommend legislation, proposed by Repre— 
sentative John H. Tolan, Democrat of Cali- 
fornia, won approval inthe House of Repre- 
sentatives late in April. Grapes of Wrath 
was showing in Washington, D. C. at that 
time, and is reported to have given stimu—- 
lus to favorable actionon this measure which 
has been pending for more than a year. 
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life-like action to the beat of the music. 
Figures and sets were photographed in min— 
jature- The film runs only 18 minutes, 
although production involved shooting a 
total of 78,000 feet. It tells the story 
of buying rather than selling; purchase 
orders march all over the U.S. and world 
and the ingredients of an automobile come 
back together in the River Rouge plant. 

The American Ballet, entitled A Thousand 
Times Netgh, is the story of a horse. 


The Little Theatre in the Science 
and Education Building, owned by the Fair, 
which last year presented a well-rounded 
program of the world’s best documentary 
and educational films, has been repaired 
to improve acoustics and to permit a 
change to 35 mm. projection. Some Fair 
visitors, in the mistaken belief that the 
Little Theatre was the Fair's outlet for 
Hollywood—entertainment pictures, have 
requested a change to lighter themes, Dis-— 
neys and entertainment shorts. The belief 
and requests are natural in the absence of 
an explanation of the role of the Little 
Theatre as an outlet for films not gener- 
ally seen in the 17,000 U. S. commercial 
houses. For the latter reason the Little 
Theatre was a unique and popular attrac-— 
tion. 


for the May 11th opening is as follows: 


FOREIGN EXHIBITS. Cuba, which last 
year showed films in its dining room, has 
enlarged its entire pavilion to provide 
room for a theatre where a larger number 
of films will be shown....Japan, which 
last year moved its film showings into a 
small room indoors after outdoor exhibi- 
tions failed, has enlarged that room for 
regular projection service....Switzerland 


The little theatre in the British Pavilion 


addition to many of the old favorites..... 
Poland has an interesting item in a 100- 
minute film entitled War in Poland. 


COMMERCIAL EXHIBITS. With the con— 
struction of a new auditorium, Eastman has 
Provided an entirely new motion picture 
set-up....Genmeral Electric has a new aud— 
itorium and a new list of films....U. S. 
Steel has built a new odd futuristic the- 
atre seating 250, where they will show 
Steel in color....Westinghouse now has a 


A pre-view summary of changes reported 


has enlarged its pavilion and auditorium... 


is ready to show a host of new pictures in 


large auditorium seating about 500, where 
will be run a film depicting scenes at the 
1939 Fair, entitled Middleton Family at the 
Fair....MacFadden having retired, Household 
Finance has moved from its quarters in Con- 
sumers Building to the Marine, Transport 
and Communications Building (new name) and 
taken over the MacFadden Theatre....In the 
Old Food Building South, Coca Cola has a 
new auditorium for 35 mm. films....Railroad 
Building auditorium has been enlarged to 
seat 150....Maritime Exchange, with its 
picture Good Neighbor Fleet, is out of the 
Fair and the Marine Building is closed. 
Marine exhibits have been moved into the 
Marine, Transport and Communications Build- 
ing, where the balloon-screen has been re— 
placed by a regular screen, on which the 
Coast Guard will show its film, Ice Patrol. 
Aetna Life is out....Aviation and Hall of 
Pharmacy are among the doubtfuls. The Boys 
Club of America (Railroad Building) is back 
with a new picture....The Rocket Port will 
be shown again, but instead of firing the 
rocket in the picture, the rocket actually 
fires a projectile through the roof.... 
Coty has two new pictures....Emerson Drug 
has moved to Consumers Building with a 

new newsreel....Jam Handy has two new 
films, one in color....Johns Manville, 

with its sizable auditorium, will show new 
pictures along with the old....Keystone 
Manufacturing has the same set-up in Com- 
munications Building....Lucky Strike's new 
technicolor film, previewed by audiences 

at recent Lucky Strike broadcasts, will be 
shown regularly....Metropolitan Life has 
several new health pictures, a feature of 
which is reported as a microscopic film of 
germ life....National Biscuit's new pic— 
ture is reputedly a Disney....The official 
Fair picture is a new one entitled Come to 
the Fatr, to be shown in the Communica— 
tions Building....Pete-Roleum and His Cou- 
stns, of the Petroleum Industry Exhibition, 
has been recut, remade, and retitled Pe- 
troleum Pete....RCA has a new 35mm outfit 
in one end of the hall of its building, and 
a new color film....WPA remains the same 
with new pictures....Yale and Towne Manu- 
facturing Company will again have continu- 
ous projection, with a new film accompany- 
ing the demonstration of locks....General 
Motors sustains its capacity of 650 for a 
schedule of new films. 


FOCAL EXHIBITS. The Consumers Build- 
ing Focal Exhibit on Production and Dis— 
tribution has been changed to the Hall of 
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Pashion (women’s attire) with a new the— 
atre seating 280. Programs will be com 
bination fashion shows and films....Peri- 
sphere Auditorium again shows diorama of 
World of Tomorrow in eight big units on 
walls of hall. Last year every tenth 
frame of a motion picture was used with an 
unfortunate jerky effect. Correction has 
been made through use of a new projector 
designed by Eastman, using three times as 
many frames with effect of faster, smooth- 
er motion. 


AMUSEMENT AREA. Little Old New Or- 
leans, replacing Little Old New York, now 
has a larger theatre seating 200, using 
35 instead of 16mm, and promises a change 
of program every week....The film Time and 
Space has been returned to its owners, The 
Museum of Natural History, and new cartoon 
shorts will probably replace it.... 


STATE EXHIBITS. New York State has 
at least two new pictures in addition to 
old....Arkansas remains the same....Ohio 
has not yet signed up....State of Washing— 
ton will have a small auditorium for 16mm 
----New Jersey is trying, to find room in 
its building to show films made for Motor 
Vehicle Department. 


U. S. Government film Land of Liberty 
will again be seen in the U. S. Govern- 
ment Building. 


Accurate information is difficult to 
obtain because many plans have not fin- 
ally jelled. The above summary is not 
definitive, but taken in connection with 
the Survey of Films at the New York World’ 
Fatr 1939, recently published by the News- 
reel and Film Department of the Fair, it 


gives a general picture of 1940 film ex- 
pectations. 


Television 


"Documentaries make good television," 
is the opinion of Arthur Hungerford of the 
television department at NBC, and the 
idea opens up new possibilities for the 
non-theatrical film. The City, Chico and 
March of Time items have appeared on NBC 
broadcasts; but the preference is for a 
series, and that studio plans to put on a 
summer program this year. 


s 


Books at Work 


American Film Center, with the Amer— 
ican Library Association, jointly polled 
1500 United States libraries to see if 
enough demand existed to justify making a 
film on the function of the public library 
in the community. Requests for prints 
reached a point warranting production and 
arrangements have been made with Realfilm 
Productions, Inc. A script is now in 
preparation. 


Educational Film Institute 


Valley Town, a study of machines and 
men, is the title of a new film produced 
jointly by the Educational Film Institute 
of New York University and Documentary 
Film Productions, Inc., which will be com- 
pleted on or before June ist. The film was 
directed by Willard Van Dyke; film plan and 
commentary by Spencer Pollard. Running 33 
minutes the film is documentary in nature 
with music by Mare Blitzstein. Although 
there are some re-enacted sequences, no 
professional actors were used. The picture 
is an analysis of the relation of techno- 
logical change to employment; and the need 
for a solution to the unemployment problem 
created by new machinery is demonstrated. 


Another film to be produced by the 
Educational Film Institute on the subject 
of agricultural surpluses in relation to 
the food needs of the country will be di- 
rected by John Ferno. The Institute has 
done the research and the filming group 
will soon be on location. 


Joris Ivens has been engaged for 
some time on the script of a story on 
economic frontiers, and it is reported 
that he will leave during the second week 
in May for shooting on location in the 
West. 


And So They Live and The Children 
Must Learn, first two completed produc- 
tions of the Institute were well received 
at previews held during April. 


Negro Education 


Production of:a documentary film on 
Negro education by Film Associates Inc., 
is announced by the American Film Center, 
under whose auspices the film is being 
made. Production has been financed by a 
grant of the General Education Board. 
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The film, which will tell the story 

of Negro life and education, is scheduled 
to open at the American Negro Exposition in 
the Chicago Coliseum this summer. Follow-— 
ing the Exposition opening it will be dis- 
tributed nationally through theatrical and 
non—-theatrical channels. 


American Film Center's advisory commit-— 
tee of Negro and white educators, and mem— 
bers of the producing company, in an all-day 
session at the American Film Center in New 
York City, blocked out the story and made a 
preliminary selection of locations. 


The advisory committee consists of Dr. 
Channing H. Tobias, Senior Secretary for 
Colored Work of the National Council of 
Y.M.C.A., as Chairman; Dr. Charles S. John- 
son, of Fisk University; Dr. Rufus E. Clement, 
President of Atlanta University; Dr. F. D. 
Patterson, President of Tuskegee Institute; 
Mr. Claude A. Barnett, of the Associated 
Negro Press and the Chicago Exposition; and 
Dr. Arthur D. Wright, President of the 
Southern Education Foundation. The prelim— 
inary problems of the film were there gone 
over and agreement reached by all con- 
cerned. Theme is the struggle for educa- 
tion, and it is to be portrayed against 
actual social background, in terms of 
progress, present problems, and future 
needs. A story conference is scheduled 
for May 17th at Atlanta University.. 


Realfilms 


The American edition of a French film 
on refugee training, remade here with new 
sound and editing, was completed by Real- 
films on April 30th. Originally made in 
France, the production becomes the organi- 
zation film of The American Ort, refugee 
training organization whose president, 
George Backer, publisher of the New York 
Post, appears in the introduction and 
speaks the commentary. 


Another film, two reels on drawing 
called You Can Draw, will be completed for 
Realfilms by Helen Van Dongen upon her re— 
turn to New York City. 


Shooting begins the second week in 
May on a two-reel newspaper-—circulation 
film for the New York Sun. 


Leo Mittler, author and production 
supervisor of the French-made current New 
York success, The Mayor's Dilemma, is in 


Hollywood negotiating release for a series 
of shorts which Realfilms has on paper and 
is ready to produce. 


Eugene Moore who wrote screen play of 
Our Town, has become associated with the 
company and is doing special television 
scripts. 


Report on Realfilms contract with 
American Film Center for library film ap- 
pears elsewhere in this issue, under item 
"Books at Work." 


Canada At War 


The war has caused a burst of activ—A 
ity in the production of documentary and 
informational films in Canada. New Cana— 
dian films are attuned to the Dominion's 
role as provider of the Allies. They are 
intended "to give public information on 
what Canada is doing in the war; partic-— 
ularly on how the war affects the lives of 
ordinary people." Principal productions 
are under government supervision and work 
is well organized. Theatrical distribu-— 
tion is expected to be extended to Austra-— 
lia, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom. 


Outstanding is a new series of one— 
reelers entitled "Canada At War.” . 


First of the series is Atlantic Pa- 
trol, which was released April 26 and is 
currently showing in first run houses from 
coast to coast in the Dominion. Film is 
reported made chiefly of existing material 
from England and other places. Distribu— 
tion, Columbia. 


Second is Private Lives, concerning 
"a letter home from lads at Aldershot.” 
Production is almost completed. 


Third is Women In The War, which is 
in production. Two units are now in the 
field. The eastern unit is under the di- 
rection of Stanley Hawes and accompanying 
him is cameraman Roger Barlow who worked 
on Design For Education and The City. 

J. Booth Scott has gone west to photograph 
and direct in western Ontario and the 

Prairies. Release date is set tentatively 
for June 26, Columbia distributing. 


Fourth is Wartime Workshops, present— 
ing Canada as arsenal behind Allies. Sub-— 
ject is the contribution of skilled workers. 


— 


The series is presented by the National 
Film Board in collaboration with the Public 
Information Bureau, a war-time creation sim— 
ilar to Britain's Ministry of Information. 
The production is by the Canadian Government 
Motion Picture Bureau. 


Another one-reel series on Canadian 
life for non—theatrical distribution in 16mm 
has the following titles: The Undefended 
Frontier, Peoples of Canada, Ice Hockey, 
Mackenzie, and Economtc Fronts (timber, min-— 
ing, etc.). Human Geography is the first 
of an educational series in 16mm. Cooking 
Apples, first title in still another series, 
filmed in Kodachrome, has been completed. 

An interesting feature of 16mm distribution 
is the itinerant circuits that cover mining 
towns and out of the way places. 


Some of the production has been carried 
on by commercial organizations, Associated 
Screen News of Montreal and Audio of Toronto, 
as well as by the Government Motion Picture 
Bureau at Ottawa; but all production and 
distribution is under the supervision of the 
Bureau. 


Chief of Canada’s films is Commission-— 
er John Grierson, whose post was created 
under the Films Act of 1939, which came in- 
to operation in 1940. In charge of pro- 
duction are Stuart Legg and Stanley Hawes, 
from England, and Evelyn Spice. Grierson, 
who has been on leave in Australia, is now 
en route to Ottawa. 


Student Films 


Films on contemporary problems pro-— 
duced by high school students is the unique 
announcement of the Motion Picture Project, 
American Council on Education (Washington, 
D. C.), which cooperated in the productions 
with the Denver Public Schools. The two 
completed 16mm sound films, which will be 
shown at the annual meeting of the American 
Council on Education in Washington, D. C., 
May 3rd, are entitled: Food the Modern Way 
(400 feet) and How Our Health Is Protected 
(800 feet). 


The students made the survey of the 
problems, wrote the script, guided the cam- 
era up to the point of its actual running, 
and wrote the commentaries. Recording was 
done at Sound Masters, N.Y.C. Both will 
be available soon to schools and other ed- 
ucational groups at low cost. Now being 
scored is a third film in two reels on 


Recreation. Others on the way concern 
Housing, Jobs, Money and Banks, and How 
to Study. 


The work in Denver was headed by Roy 
A. Henderman, Director of Research, and 
done under the direction of Eugene Herring-— 
ton, school principal. 


Film Service 


U. S. Film Service after being turn-— 
ed down by a House committee last month on 
a technicality, received a knockout blow 
when a Senate committee declined to appro- 
priate after considering the service on 
its merits. This took place despite a 
recommendation from the White House. The 
Senate in regular meeting took the oppor- 
tunity provided by an amendment to restore 
the budgetary request, to vote down the 
whole project. If the Senate action is 
final, Film Service is dead. 


The Senate Committee not only reject— 
ed Film Service as a producing group, but 
also as a centralizing agency for govern— 
ment. films. Some Committee members ex-— 
pressed surprise that the government has 
been making films since 1912, and surmised 
that it has happened only because agencies 
"conceal" budgetary details. Senator El- 
mer Thomas of Oklahoma (Dem.) defended. 
Film Service and cited several broad pieces 
of legislation under which all government 
film work has proceeded. The Film Service 
issue thus broadened into a consideration 
of the general question of government films. 


As things stand, Film Service with its 
present fiscal year to complete, is in an 
unsettled condition. Activities center on 
the ultimate release of the maternity film, 
Fight for Life, which continues its test 
run at the Belmont Theatre in New York City. 
Legal staff in Washington is working on the 
complicated procedure problem of releasing 


a government film. 


The REA-Ivens picture still needs 
narration and scoring. AAA-Flaherty film 
has been returned to the Department of 
Agriculture jurisdiction. Flaherty is in 
the field to complete shooting on it and 
Helen Van Dongen is ‘in Washington for the 
cutting. Ecce Homo, Lorentz' unemploy-— 
ment film, is on ice. 


In Washington, doubt is expressed 
as to whether FS is being attacked be-— 
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cause it makes first-rate films or be- 
cause it has been linked with the New 
Deal. 


Academic 


A new short, a new series and a new 
producing company are revealed in the com- 
pletion of Our Constitution by Academic 
Films. Actors are in costume, and dialogue 
consists of true sayings of the founding 
fathers. Although romantic in treatment, 
the film is intended for educational use, 
and is the first of an American history 
series that includes such projected 
titles as Louisiana Purchase, Bill of 
Rights, Kansas—Nebraska Act, Northwest 
Territory, etc. Scripter and director of 
Our Constitution is G. A. Durlam; camera-— 
man: Elmer Dyer, who worked on the Aca-— 
demy Award picture, Only Angels Have 
Wings. Organizers of Academic Films (1650 
Broadway, N.Y.C.) are Max Alexander, Mil- 
ton Salzburg and Harold Baumstone. Dis-— 
tribution in 16mm and 35mm is in process 
of negotiation. 


American Negro Exposition 


The north hall of the Chicago Col- 
iseum will be used as a theatre for motion 
pictures, along with recitals, lectures 
and demonstrations, during the running of 
the American Negro Exposition from July 
4th to September 2nd, 1940. No charge 
will be made for admission, and this hall 
is expected to be one of the features of 
the Exposition. In addition to daily 
showings of the Negro education film men- 
tioned above, a regular program of films 
has been arranged. The Negro Farmer, 
produced by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture; Let My People Live, the all- 
Negro picture developed by the National 
Tuberculosis Association; several films on 
African life distributed by the Harmon 
Foundation, and other pictures of Negro 
life are scheduled for regular showings. 

A goal of two million visitors has been 

set by Exposition authorities, and it is 
expected that a large proportion of that 
number will visit the motion picture exhib- 
it. 


Fewer Shorts 


Pressure of the persistent advance 
of the double feature will result in a 
fresh cut in Hollywood production of shorts 
for 1940-41, according to a survey eight 


major producers reported by Variety. 
Twentieth-Fox is maintaining its schedule 
of fifty-two shorts, "but others are re— 
ported mulling the matter of a substantial 
reduction seriously." This will represent 
a second cut, for the 1939-40 schedule of 
617 shorts was a reduction from 658 pro-— 
duced in 1938-39. Cartoons continue to be 
favored. 


Sweden 


Traveling the Middle Way In Sweden is 
the pertinent title of a new film completed 
jointly by the Harmon Foundation and the 
Cooperative League of U.S.A. It was pro- 
duced under the direction of William Rogers 
of the Harmon Foundation, and is a 16mm 
silent, available in both color and black 
and white. 


Finland 


The latest film on Finland, entitled 
Finland Marches On, (one reel) comes from 
the Institutional Cinema Service, (1560 
Broadway, N.Y.C.). Nine hundred and sixty 
feet of film were selected from 6,000 feet 
received from Finland. It is distributed 
by the producers in 16mm sound and silent. 
A special theatrical showing will open the 
second week in May at Music Hall, N.Y.C. 


Institutional Cinema Service, which 
regularly produces and distributes educa-— 
tional and informational films, will make a 
comprehensive series on manual training in 
schools, intended as teaching aids. 


Australia 


Shortage of funds for film library and 


purchase of projectors has not halted the ad- 
vance of visual education in New South Wales, 


according to the Department of Education at 
Sydney. Fifty-two schools there have pro— 
jectors. 


In the past three years two hundred 


and fifty educational films have gone into the 


library, one hundred and seventy of which 


were obtained free through the assistance of 


the Canadian Government Trade Commissioner 
and industrial organizations in Sydney. To 


these have recently been added three films of 


the U. S. Department of Agriculture, sent 
by the International Film Center: Farm and 
City, Clouds and Weather, and Swimming. 
Comment was: "These films are far superior 
to any we have ever received." 
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In Victoria there is no library, but 
fifty schools have 16mm projectors, ac— 
cording to information of less recent date. 
Films there are rented from Commonwealth 
Film Bureau and from private organizations. 
In South Australia 170 schools with 16mm 
projectors draw on the 243 films in the 
library of the Education Department. Vis— 
ual education is confined to parent-teacher 
and private groups in West Australia, but 
in Queensland the Education Department is 
inaugurating a regular program. 


Look-Amp ix 


American Pictures Corporation (Barret 
King, director, and Ralph Jester in charge 
of production) has combined with Look Mag— 
azine to form Look~Ampix, first release of 
which is Lights Out in Europe. In an ef- 
fort to book non-theatrical films in aver- 
age neighborhood houses, the company is 
working on a system to test audience reac— 
tion. Tests are now being made in connec-— 
tion with Lights Out. Look has access to 
radio and plugs are now made on the air for 
the current production. 


Recommendations 


The Audio-Visual Education Department 
of Dartmouth College (R. Haven Falconer, 
Director) has inaugurated a plan to help 
the motion picture industry promote "qual- 
ity films which continue to be only fairly 
successful financially. With this aim in 
mind," the department states, "we are do- 
ing everything in our power to cooperate 
with the motion picture industry in pre— 
senting its quality pictures to the public.” 
First of regular monthly recommendations 
is Abe Lincoln in Illinois. The following 
is an excerpt from a full statement on be- 
half of this film: "It brings to the 
screen a faithful portrayal of Lincoln's 
early life, environment, and the exper- 
iences preceding his election as President, 
emerging as the most compelling dramati- 
zation of this period yet presented. Too 
often Lincoln the man is obscured by 
Lincoln the symbol. This treatment, how-— 
ever, reveals him as a human being...." 


Latest selection of distinctive 
shorts made by the board of judges for 
Good Housekeeping Magazine's Movie Forum 
Department, are America’s Youth, a new 
March of Time; Pennant Chasers, an RKO 
Sportscope on baseball; and XXX Medico, 
The latter 


a fact film produced by MGM. 


is the story of the wireless medical di- 
rectory, the service by which ships at 
sea drop all broadcasting until the ship 
in medical distress finds what it needs 
on some other nearby ship. 


Welfare 


Interest in the use of motion pic-— 
tures for stirring sympathy for welfare 
appeals is noted in the current present— 
ations of The Greater New York Fund and 
the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and 
Overseas Needs. The former showed its 
film Suppose Nobody Cared to 166 groups 
of employees during the period April ist 
to 26th, plus 310 theatrical showings of 
a total of 383 bookings. Producer was 
Audio Productions, Inc.; director, Alex-— 
ander Gansell; narrator, Burgess Mere— 
dith. Film, which runs nine minutes, 
was designed for all-year-round use to 
avoid dating by campaign which lasts only 
through Spring. It is available for dis-— 
tribution in 16mm and 35mm at the office 
of The Greater New York Fund, 52 Wall Street, 
N.Y.C. Projector and operator are provided 
free of charge to audiences over 100. 


Another welfare film currently show- 
ing is Human Needs, a documentary depict— 
ing the plight of Jewish refugees in Eu- 
rope. A two-reeler in 16mm, running ten 
minutes, it was constructed from newsreel 
shots and private films. It, too, is dis 
tributed free of charge to groups inter- 
ested in the cause it represents, by the 
United Jewish Appeal, 342 Madison Avenue, 
N.Y.C. Premiere took place during the 
first week in April at the Y.M.H.A. 


In-Service 


Four films were used in training the 
120,000 census enumerators who rang na-— 
tion's doorbells last month. Films were 
made by a special Department of Commerce 
crew with the assistance of a staff member 
of American Film Center. 


Syphilis 


A majority of reactions favorable to 
its syphilis film, With these Weapons, is 
the conclusion announced by the American 
Social Association after tabulating results 
of a survey of judgments of educators and 
health officers. Most favorable reports 
came from groups concerned with high school 
health. With These Weapons (12 minutes) 


| 


is outspoken and instructional, covering 
historical background, diagnosis, treatment, 
facts on cause and spread, material on ex- 
tent in U. S., relation to individual, fam- 
ily, nation, and advice on what to do when 


the disease is contracted. Features are 
animated charts, and the first satisfactory 
micro—photographs of the spirochete. Pro- 
duced by Willard Pictures, Inc., and shot 
in laboratories, clinics and hospitals 

under the direct supervision of the Asso- 
ciation's advisory committee of syphilis 
specialists, the film set a high standard 
of scientific accuracy. It is distributed 
by the Association, (50 West Fiftieth 
Street, N.Y.C.) to numerous affiliates 
throughout the country; city and state 
health departments, colleges, universities, 
women's clubs, parent-teacher groups, etc. 
One hundred and fifty prints have been sold 
($50 for 16mm; $75 for 35mm) plus many rent— 
als at $5 per day. The reaction of users 
of the film was obtained by distributing 
comment sheets with sales and rentals. 
Cooperation was excellent; and an analysis 
of comments, favorable and unfavorable, 
will serve as a guide to film makers con- 
sidering this or related subjects. 


The American Social Hygiene Associa- 
tion is considering a similar film on the 
subject of gonorrhea. Bids are being taken 
on the film and the association is sounding 
out the receptivity of its distributors. 
Labor 

Ten special film shows for union mem- ? 
bers are planned for next year's educa- 
tional program of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers' Union. Program is being 
mapped out in cooperation with American 
Film Center. The purpose is to present 
some of the best of the entertainment 
films, such as Charlie Chaplin's Modern 
Times, It Happened One Night, The Informer, 
Mayerling, etc., and to show, along with 
these, documentaries like Night Mail and 
knough to kat, The City, etc. Showings 
are expected to be in 16mm at Labor Stage, 
the union's theatre at 39th Street and 6th 
Avenue, N.Y.C., according to Mark Starr, 
Educational Director. 


ILG held appropriate screenings at in- 
door May Day meetings in Wilmington and 
Boston (Millions of Us, and crazy cat car- 
toon Solidarity. ) 


Local 155, knit goods, has been running 
a series of 16mm morning programs at the 


union hall, 765 Broadway, Brooklyn. Hous- 
ing, health and entertainment subjects have 
been seen by unemployed union members who 
come down in the morning to check shops for 
work. 


ILG is circulating six 16mm projectors 
among its locals. A useful pamphlet en- 
titled "The Eye Route - Visual Aids, Means 
and Agencies, for Workers Education," by 
Mark Starr, is available for five cents at 
the I.L.G., 3 West 16th Street, N.Y.C. 


For Youth 


Short versions of Hollywood films pre- 
pared by the Commission on Human Relations, 
heretofore obtainable only from the Commis-— 
sion, will in the future be available at 
regional centers throughout the country. 
Five important University centers have 
signed up to cooperate in distribution as 
a part of the Commission's program. These 
pictures have been used experimentally in 
selected classrooms for two years and ex-— 
perimentally distributed by the Commission 
for the past year. Results of their use 
as initiators of forum discussions have 
been successful, and distribution to edu- 
cational institutions has been expanding. 


The five cooperating University 
libraries are those of the Extension Di- 
vision of the University of Atlanta, Ga., 
J. C. Wardlaw, Director; The Division of 
Teaching Aids, University of Boston, Mass., 
Abraham Krasker, Director; The College Film 
Center, Chicago, Wesley Greene, Director; 
The Extension Division of the University of’ 
California, Boyd Rakestraw, Director. The 
Commission on Human Relations, 45 Rockefel- 
ler Plaza, New York City, will continue as 
the center for the middle eastern area. 


With the release of the films to these 
regional centers, the Commission also an- 
nounces a new one-day service in addition 
to the one-week, two-week, and longer rental 
terms. Study materials will be sent out 
with or in advance of the films so that 
teachers may be prepared to handle the con- 
tents and to lead discussions. 
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